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Essential Community Partnerships Helping Children

Every student graduates with the knowledge and skills for future learning and success.

VISION
Graduates apply their knowledge and the
skills of communication, collaboration,
critical thinking and life to become
competent, productive, contributing
citizens of the 21st Century.

FOUNDATIONAL STRATEGIES
1. ACHIEVEMENT
2. EQUITY
3. STEWARDSHIP
4. PARTNERSHIPS
5. CONTINUOUS LEARNING

Lego Robotics:
Team Woolley Mammoth

Lyman Elementary students represented our 
district, school, and community very well at the Lego 
Robotics competition on December 3. The team, 
Woolley Mammoths, was judged in four separate 
categories: robot design, core values, innovative 
project, and robot challenge. 

The Mammoths fi nished eighth out of 24 teams in 
the robot challenge.  Principal Scott McPhee pointed 
out, “Not bad for a new team and a late start to the 
season! We went up against several 8th grade teams 
and we performed so well that we will move on to the 
semi-fi nals in January.”

Congratulations for a great team eff ort and a job 
well done! Also, big thanks to team coach, Mr. John 
Hull, for partnering with Lyman and preparing the team 
for this district competition. Now on to the Western 
Washington Semi-fi nals that will be held in January! 

How To Pop A Balloon: Rube Goldberg Invention Night
Rube Goldberg: a comically involved, complicated invention,
laboriously contrived to perform a simple operation.

“Samish Elementary School’s First 
Annual Rube Goldberg Night was an off -
shoot of the Levers and Pulleys FOSS Kit,” 
explained 6th grade teacher Karen Kanske. 
“The students had to come up with a simple 
task that could be made diffi  cult as Rube 
Goldberg did.” 

And come up with they did! Everything 
from “How to Pop a Balloon” to “How to 

Feed the Cat.” The students then presented their plans to Ms. Kanske to get the okay 
to start building. The students had to include a lever, a pulley, and one other simple 
machine at the minimum in their plans. “As they built and experimented, the students 
quickly discovered that their conceptual model and their physical model were very 
diff erent,” commented Ms. Kanske. 

Once they fi nished the physical model the 
students had to draw it out, label the steps in order 
and provide an ordered list to display next to their 
inventions.  Then on the evening of November 3, 
the students proudly displayed their inventions in 
the gym. The students, in taking ownership of the 
event, personally invited school board members, 
district administrators, as well as parents and 
families to attend 
this  inaugural 
event. The gym 
was jam-packed 
and students de-
lighted in show-

ing off  and demonstrating their inventions for the 
guests. 

The evening demonstrated one of the most 
important and valued partnerships a district can 
enjoy…our partnership with our families.  

For the past six years during October, 
the 5th grade classrooms at Mary Purcell 
Elementary go on a full day fi eld trip to 
the Western Washington University as part 
of the Compass to Campus Program. The 
inquisitive excited students visit college 
classrooms and talk to faculty and university 
students about life on campus and the 
experiences of higher education.  Principal 
Mike Cullum claimed, “It’s been a great 
program for us at Mary Purcell Elementary.”

5th grade teacher Stacie Quatsoe 
agreed, “C2C has been very benefi cial to 
my classroom over the years because of 
the relationships the students make with 
their mentors. The mentors are very good 
with working one-on-one or with a group 
of students.” Ms. Quatsoe emphasized, “I 
also really like the conversations that I hear going on between mentors 
and students. The mentors talk about the college experience and 
how school is very important to take seriously right now.” And she 
concluded, “The trip to WWU has been valuable to numerous students 
because some have never considered college until this opportunity to 
actually visit one. The students talk about that trip for several months 

and you can overhear them telling 
students in the younger grades about how 
fun it is. Wishing they could do it all over 
again!” ”  

Mary Purcell teacher Georgia Eiford 
participated in C2C while attending 
WWU. She remembered, “C2C was a 
wonderful experience for me when I 
was in college. It allowed me to engage 
and connect with students and staff  in 
the Sedro-Woolley area while I was 
working towards my teaching credentials. 
Watching my mentees have those “light 
bulb” moments when something made 
sense was awe inspiring. Because of 
my experiences with C2C, I looked to 
Sedro-Woolley after I graduated for a 
teaching position. I am so thankful that 

after volunteering here for almost 3 years, I am now teaching the 
same grade level and using my knowledge from C2C to encourage my 
students on a daily basis to have a positive outlook on their learning.”

“Overall, it is just a great program for the students and for some it 
really makes the wheels start moving and lets them see how much they 
can achieve with some hard work,” praised Ms. Quatsoe.

“Watching my mentees have those “light bulb” moments when something made sense was awe inspiring.”  

C2C: A Partnership with WWU

Community Recognition Program
Now celebrating its 16th year, the Community Recognition Program will honor 
community members and sta�  during a ceremony held in the high school 
auditorium. This fun � lled evening highlights the importance of community and 
partnerships at its best. Nomination packets can be found on the district’s website 
at  www.swsd.k12.wa.us 

Past honorees:

2002: Mike Crawford, George Miller, and Donald “Spud” Walley 
2003: Dr. Richard Gross, Vern Sims, and Bill Stendal 
2004: Dianne Crawford, Glenn Hall, and Jack McIntyre 
2005: William “Bill” Stiles, Dr. Joe Hunter, and Niles “Sonny” Jordan 
2006: Eloise Stendal, Bill Snelson Family, and Mayor Lewis “Bud” Norris
2007: Dr. Robert B. Hunter M.D., Stanley Omdal, and Annie and Stan Janicki 
2008: John Ward, John Rowley, Gene Johnson, and George Bricka Jr. 
2009:  Ella Nichols, Bev Nelson, Doyle Gu�  e, and Floyd Allen
2010: Bob Harrison, Jon Schmidt, Charles “Bobo” Brayton, and William O. “Bill” Pearson
2011: Kay Brown, Lola Ellestad, Ron Shanander, and Rudy Franulovich
2012: Barbara Thompson, Cheri & Rick Tesarik, Norm Davis, and Tony Radosevich
2013: Judge Hugh Ridgway, Richard Lemley, Eric Stendal, and Doug Wood 
2014: Stan Brown, Kelli Kamimura, Dan & Sandi Sims, Brian Stiles, Brock Stiles
2015: Brad Conn, Rob Guy, Sandy Tenneson, and Bill Silves
2016: Joseph Fisher, Brian Ganske, Bill Reinard, and Keith & Cyndi Sorestad

In  2014,  the  Sedro-
Woolley School District 
developed a new Strategic 
Road Map with the belief that 
partnerships must be one of 
the foundational strategies or 
goals of the plan.   We believed 
that working together we can 
make a diff erence and that if 

we “developed and sustained strong partnerships 
with our community” we would “create a more 
unified learning environment for everyone.”  
In this edition of the Insider we are focusing 
on partnerships and how we work together for 
the benefi t of all of our students.  As you read 
through the articles you will see words such as 
success, team, students, community, together, and 
families.  And you will see that our students are 
doing amazing work, creating, inventing, problem 
solving, and learning.  

Our schools are very fortunate to have a 
community that supports our students with 
opportunities to enhance their educational 
experience.  We thank you for being our partners 
in education as we strive to graduate every student 
“with the knowledge and skills for future learning 
and success.”

 

Sedro-Woolley is unique. In this day and age of strip malls and large 
box stores, Sedro-Woolley has maintained its charm and rustic feel as 
witnessed by wood carvings and murals that greet community and guests 
on every corner. You cannot help but feel the strong sense of community 
as a citizen or visitor. If you visit downtown during one of the summer 
festivals such as Logger Rodeo or Blast From The Past, the lampposts 
are adorned with jumbo sized fl ower baskets and American fl ags. During 
winter visits the lampposts are lined with branches and twinkling lights 
celebrating everything holiday. To Sedro-
Woolley, community is everything.  

This sense of community 
extends to the Sedro-Woolley 
School District in many 
ways and through numerous 
partnerships. In this issue of 
the Insider, we are proud to 
share a few of these valued and important partnerships 
that help our students every day.

For the past six summers, Inspire Church of Skagit 
Valley has held an ever growing carnival-like Back 
2 School event for the children of Sedro-Woolley. 
Associate Pastor Bryan Reeder stated, “With a pastoral 
change six years ago, we determined that we wanted to 

be a church that gives back to the community.” He continued, “We asked 
what was needed and quickly realized that this type of activity was not 
being off ered in our community. It is a great practical way to give back.”

FOCUS ON QUALITY INSTRUCTION
1. To continue to strengthen our district programs and systems 

which support student learning.
2. To continue to increase the use of quality classroom-based 

student assessments.
3. To continue to build assessment literacy and systems to 

support student learning.
4. To continue to improve our K-12 focus on career, post-

secondary and life readiness to ensure equitable opportunity 
for all students.

5. To continue to expand communication about our programs, 
systems, and services, in service of student learning.

The Back 2 School event consists of boisterous activities with 
infl atable slides, bouncy houses, along with food favorites of hotdogs, 
cotton candy, snow cones, and popcorn. It is a laughter-fi lled atmosphere 
with carnival-style games and face painting that is both welcoming 
and fun for all involved. Pastor Reeder happily noted the growth by 
indicating, “The fi rst year we gave out 100 backpacks and this past 
summer we gave out over 400!” The event helps students to be prepared 
for the new school year by providing backpacks fi lled with much needed 

school supplies that has become a diffi  cult cost 
for many families.

Inspire Church has also hosted a 5K/10K 
Thank You Run for the past two years as 
part of their Thank You Community Projects. 
Participants of all ages are decked out in their 
fi nest blue and white attire as they walk or run 
in and around the city. This event continues to 

grow each year as more and more students and staff  members participate 
in the race.  The proceeds, $3,000 to date, benefi t student needs at Sedro-
Woolley High School through the newly formed Cubs Parent Group. 
This year’s race will 
be held on March 4 and 
registration information 
can be found at http://
www.icskagitvalley.
org/thank-you-run  

become treasured by these young learners and for some it is 
the fi rst hard-bound book they have owned. The look on their 
eager faces is priceless. The books cost $4,000 each year and 
are hand-delivered by club members to classrooms across the 
district. This donation alone totals $36,000! 

Over the years, the club has also funded lights for the tennis 
courts, weight room fl ooring and updates, band uniforms, and 
playground equipment. The club raises funds each year through 
their wildly successful dinner auction each May. 

“The district sincerely appreciates these partnerships and 
sends a heart-felt thank you to all of the volunteers that serve 
to improve the lives of our students and community,” remarked 
Superintendent Phil Brockman. 

Extraordinary Community Service Organizations
(Continued from page 2)

The Sedro-Woolley School District along with Concrete, Conway, La Conner 
and Mount Vernon School District’s in Skagit County participated in the Taste 
Washington Day on October 5, 2016.  The Washington State Department of 
Agriculture and the Washington School Nutrition Association in partnership with 
school districts hosted this event to promote healthy eating and food products 
grown in the State of Washington.  This is an annual celebration of Washington 
grown foods served in school meals during the fall harvest season.  Schools connect 
with local farms to make the most of our bountiful fall harvest.   

All Sedro Woolley School menus featured fresh produce grown in the Skagit 
Valley, specifi cally, fresh spinach and carrots from Ralph’s Greenhouse and 
Jonagold apples from Pleasant Ridge Farms.  In addition, many of the food products 
served each and every day are grown and produced in the State of Washington.  
Sedro-Woolley schools serve over 3,000 meals each and every day to the children 
in our community.  

PARTNERSHIP FOR HEALTHY EATING 



Strong Families = Successful StudentsStrong Families = Successful StudentsStrong Families = Successful Students
Sedro-Woolley School District is able to off er 

the Strengthening Families Program as a result 
of our partnership with United General District 
#304. The program, for parents with youth in 
4th, 5th, and 6th grade, is a nationally recognized 
curriculum that provides parent, youth, and family 
education together in a learning environment to 
strengthen the entire family. 

The 7-session program includes separate 
weekly parent eff ectiveness training and child 
skills-building followed by a family session to 
promote good parenting skills and positive family 
relationships. In Sedro-Woolley, the program is 
off ered as a dual language program. Being able 
to breakdown language barriers has enriched the 
program and created relationships that would not 
have developed otherwise. The program model has 
three elements (parents, youth, family) that happen 
each session. Parents look at strategies for setting 

Rinny Shelton, Program Coordinator, Title I/LAP & McKinney-Vento Liaison

The stars aligned when Sedro-Woolley High School Principal Kerri 
Carlton recognized a great partnership this past October. Principal 
Carlton was reviewing information about the Washington Aerospace 
Scholar Program off ered through The Museum of Flight when junior 
Jacenta Kearney-Elder was in the offi  ce.  Ms. Carlton asked if she might 
be interested in applying and she excitedly replied yes! Ms. Kearney-
Elder submitted her application and was accepted into this prestigious 
program. As Principal Carlton happily noted, “Jacenta was over the 
moon excited!” 

The program focuses on topics related to the history and future 
exploration of space by NASA. Now that she has been accepted, 
Jacenta is working online to earn UW college credits that will give her 
an academic edge when applying for college. She specifi cally wants to 
attend at top rated Embry Riddle Aeronautical University in Prescott, 
Arizona. The aerospace program will also expose her to working face-to-
face with professional engineers, NASA scientists, university students, 
and educators. 

This worthwhile program does have a cost and Jacenta, due to 
family medical reasons, was not sure if she could aff ord to pay for the 
college credits and the summer 6-day residency experience. Principal 
Carlton quickly approached the SW Alumni & Schools Foundation 
for help. The Foundation eagerly jumped at the chance to partner with 
Ms. Kearney-Elder by funding the costs associated with this once-in-
a-lifetime educational opportunity. Jacenta commented, “Since a child 
I have always loved the constellations. This incredible opportunity will 
help me to become an astronomer or astrophysicist.” On a side note, Ms. 
Kearney-Elder also applied and received a full scholarship through the 
Washington Aerospace Scholar Program. 

Jacenta continues to take high level math and science courses at 
the high school in preparation for college and the scholar program. The 
future looks bright for this young lady, as she strives for an education 
beyond the stars. 

For the past 10 years during Skagit County’s Flood Awareness 
Week, students from Sedro-Woolley, Burlington, Mount Vernon 

and La Conner, learn how 
to fi ll and use sandbags. 
Then the students take 
part in a friendly competi-
tion on fi lling and stacking 
them correctly. According
to Skagit County Public 
Works Administrative As-
sistant Meghan MacMullen, 
“We are training the train-
ers. The students have to pay 
close attention during the 
training portion and then use 

that information during the competition. It is about quality, not quan-
tity.” She continued, “They are learning about helping our community 
and learning to volunteer. They also have great energy!” The students 
earn a card that they can present during an actual fl ood emergency 
which gives them access to sandbagging eff orts. The competition is a 
partnership hosted by Dike District 12 along with the US Army Corps 
of Engineers and the local school districts.  

WE ARE THE CHAMPIONS!

State Street Students Bring Home The Trophy
State Street High School Counselor Jamie Betz accompanied the 

high school students to this year’s event and remarked, “Everyone 
worked hard for the win. The donuts and chocolate milk along with 
pizza for lunch also added to the fun exhausting day.” The students 
proudly posed with the trophy which is named in memory of Ernie 
Sabo who worked for the corps for many years and was fondly 
referred to as Dr. Sandbag. State Street student Bryce Pullen summed 
up the day noting, “It was pretty cool.”

Planting And Growing Together
During a recent visit to Linda 

Longfellow’s Life Skills class at 
Cascade Middle School, students 
were abuzz and excited to share 
about their new raised garden bed 
that was recently funded by the 
Sedro-Woolley Alumni & Schools 
Foundation.

What a treat! The students 
gathered around the galvanized 
and smooth-edged raised bed that 
Ms. Longfellow’s husband, Joe 
Bertrand, built using materials 
purchased with the foundation 
grant. After it was constructed, the wheel chair height garden was fi lled 
with soil and then it was the students turn to get busy planting edible 
plants, herbs, and vegetables. 

The students were delightfully engaged while sharing about the 
plants and off ering bites of sage, edible fl owers, tomatoes, corn, and 
more. The students were learning how to nurture seedlings and had the 
opportunity to watch them grow while they carefully watered and cared 
for the plants. Next, the students tasted what they had grown and also 

created beautiful book marks by pressing the 
plants and fl owers. 

The Foundation is 
happy and pleased to 
be able to provide ex-
tra learning opportu-
nities for all students 
and is a proud partner
of the Sedro-Woolley
School District. 

Robots, And Coding, And Math, Oh My!
Evergreen Elementary Principal Brian Isakson announced recently that the school’s inaugural STEM Night 

was a fantastic success. With nearly 300 families and students in attendance, this partnership with local businesses 
and district and building staff  led to an evening of inquiry, learning, laughter, and fun. 

With help and support from district STEM Liaison Shaun Doffi  ng, there were representatives from local 
businesses Truck Vault, PACCAR, and Peace Health talking with and showing how a STEM education translates 
into real world jobs. The Sedro-Woolley High School Robotics Team and coaches were also on hand giving live 
demonstrations with robots galore. 

Spread out all around the school, the evening included design challenges, coding, robotics, a heart rate 
challenge, math games and even included radiology and anatomy/
physiology exposure.  Many hands make light work and Principal 
Isakson specifi cally thanked teachers Brooke 
Jillian, Peg Neva, Shameem Sherwin and 
Belinda Garrett for their eff orts making the event 
a memorable one for students and families. 

As the district’s STEM Lab School, 
Evergreen has fully incorporated STEM educa-
tion and strategies across all of the content areas 
such as reading, writing, and PE. The staff , 
students, and families are full steam ahead with 
with a laser-focused beam on their bright STEM 
futures! 

Robots, And Coding, And Math, Oh Robots, And Coding, And Math, Oh Robots, And Coding, And Math, Oh Robots, And Coding, And Math, Oh Robots, And Coding, And Math, Oh Robots, And Coding, And Math, Oh Robots, And Coding, And Math, Oh 

On December 5, volunteers affi  liated with Skagit County Medic 
One and the Washington State Council of Firefi ghters contributed over 
sixty coats to Central Elementary fi rst graders as part of Operation 
Warm.  Students were individually pre-fi tted into quality American-
made winter coats purchased through the fundraising eff orts of the 
medics, fi refi ghters, and KISW radio. 

Firefi ghter Dean Shelton and Reece Williams led the eff ort for the 
third time in the Sedro-Woolley School District. Evergreen and Mary 
Purcell fi rst graders have received coats in previous years. Mr. Shelton 
viewed this experience as one with benefi ts for the volunteers as well 
as for the students, “We are used to dealing with people in their worst 
of times. This is an opportunity to give back to the community and 
interact with the kids.” 

As the students were receiving their coats, they had the opportunity 
to spend time with the fi refi ghters and medics, as well as tour a fully 
outfi tted medic unit. A highlight for some of the fi rst graders was 
having the opportunity to try on some of the life-saving equipment. 
Teacher Lisa Hamilton noted that her students were so excited to get 
their coats that a few promised to “never take them off .” The spirit of 
giving and community helped students to see what it meant to take 
care of each other and to give with no expectation of return. 

60 Warm Coats,
        60 Warm Kids

Principal Matt Mihelich

TWO YEARS RUNNING!
2016 School of Distinction –
Clear Lake Elementary

Clear Lake Elementary School is celebrating a 2016 School of 
Distinction award they received for sustained improvement in English 
language arts and math over a fi ve-year period. Clear Lake Elementary 
School is one of 94 schools so honored by the Center for Educational 
Eff ectiveness (CEE) and their partner organizations that have recognized 
schools all over the state for continuous and substantive improvement. 

Principal Dina Fox explains that there are many reasons for the 
success of their students. Most importantly, every staff  member is 
dedicated with helping every student achieve their learning goals.  She 
cites their progress monitoring system as one of the many reasons why 
students are successful at Clear Lake. Principal Fox emphasized, “When 
you check in and fi nd out what each student is learning, no one is falling 
through the cracks. We are frequently and consistently assessing students 
in literacy and math. We are keeping our fi ngers on the pulse of their 
progress and doing triage when needed. No student is an invisible learner. 
All are successful.”

Recognition for Clear Lake Elementary staff , families and students 
was held at the January 9 School Board Meeting when NWESD 
Superintendent Larry Francois awarded of the School of Distinction 
banner to the school.

Extraordinary Community Service Organizations 
Our school district enjoys extraordinary partnerships with Soroptimist International 

of Sedro-Woolley and with the Rotary Club of Sedro-Woolley. Both clubs are vital to the 
vibrancy and well-being of our community along with their generous support of the district 
and students.  

Chartered in 1949, the Soroptimist continue their mission of improving the lives of 
women and children by providing college 
scholarships that totaled $32,000 this past year 
alone! Since the club’s inception, an estimated 
half million dollars in scholarships has been 
given to students. The club also donates 
clothing vouchers to our homeless students 
now  totaling nearly $4,000 and has donated 
additional funds to purchase classroom library 
books, playground equipment, and classroom 
technology. In addition, they support the 
weekend food backpack program to help fi ght 

childhood hunger. Their diligent eff orts are appreciated and much needed by our students, 
staff , and families. 

The Soroptimist Club raises most of their funds through the Walnut Tree Thrift Shop 
which opened its doors in 1975. The store, with community support, has allowed the members 
to reach out to help our community, country, and world.

Chartered in 1922, the Rotary Club of Sedro-Woolley has also made a tremendous 
diff erence for our students and district. They too support graduating seniors by providing 
much-needed college scholarships giving $31,150 this past year and to date have given out 
hundreds of thousands of dollars. The club also honors senior students with the Rotary Student 
of the Month Program 
highlighting students that are 
achieving academically and 
showing strong leadership 
skills. 

In 2009, the club began 
donating beautiful hard-
bound dictionaries to every 
third grade student district 
wide. The books quickly 

Sedro-Woolley
Alumni & Schools Foundation: 
A Phenomenal Partnership

Newly formed in 2014 when the Sedro-Woolley 
High School Alumni Association and the Sedro-
Woolley Schools Foundation merged, the board 
members joined forces to support students and their 
education. The 24 member all-volunteer board raises 
and disburses funds in the form of college scholarships 
and classroom grants. To date, they have donated 
hundreds of thousands of dollars in scholarships helping 
to chip away at the ever growing cost of attending 
college. The classroom grant program, developed 
in 2002, has donated 
just under $300,000 in 
support of programs, 
fi eld trips, and materials 
needed in the classroom. 
The Foundation raises 
funds through its annual 
All-Class Picnic (July 8, 
2017), Geranium Plant 
Sale (May 6, 2017), 
Harvest Happening (October 14, 2017), and through 
general and memorial donations. 

These commendable community volunteers strive 
to meet their mission of “creating and sustaining a 
strong community partnership for our children” each 
and every day. 

limits and showing love.  Youth will explore peer 
pressure, how drugs and alcohol can impact their 
dreams and goals, and practice refusal skills. The 
family session is where everyone comes together 
to explore and practice elements of positive family 
relationships.

The Strengthening Families Program is very 
expensive to off er and without our partnerships, 
the district would not be able to off er it. With 
this valuable partnership, we are able to off er the 
program at no cost to our families. Everything from 
dinner to childcare, for children not old enough to 
participate, is provided at no cost. The district is
proud to off er this valuable program with help 
from United General District #304. 

During the seven week program, you can be 
sure to fi nd lots of laughter, fun, and growth as 
individuals and families learn to strengthen their 
family.

 

Lyman Elementary secretary Kristi  Johnson added, “They 
are super excited! It is always funny to hear them at the 
end of the day talking about how heavy their backpacks 
are and you can hear the pride in their voices when they 
say it is because they have their new dicti onary in there.”

(Continued on back panel)

To In� nity And Beyond!
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Sedro-Woolley School District is able to off er 

the Strengthening Families Program as a result 
of our partnership with United General District 
#304. The program, for parents with youth in 
4th, 5th, and 6th grade, is a nationally recognized 
curriculum that provides parent, youth, and family 
education together in a learning environment to 
strengthen the entire family. 

The 7-session program includes separate 
weekly parent eff ectiveness training and child 
skills-building followed by a family session to 
promote good parenting skills and positive family 
relationships. In Sedro-Woolley, the program is 
off ered as a dual language program. Being able 
to breakdown language barriers has enriched the 
program and created relationships that would not 
have developed otherwise. The program model has 
three elements (parents, youth, family) that happen 
each session. Parents look at strategies for setting 

Rinny Shelton, Program Coordinator, Title I/LAP & McKinney-Vento Liaison

The stars aligned when Sedro-Woolley High School Principal Kerri 
Carlton recognized a great partnership this past October. Principal 
Carlton was reviewing information about the Washington Aerospace 
Scholar Program off ered through The Museum of Flight when junior 
Jacenta Kearney-Elder was in the offi  ce.  Ms. Carlton asked if she might 
be interested in applying and she excitedly replied yes! Ms. Kearney-
Elder submitted her application and was accepted into this prestigious 
program. As Principal Carlton happily noted, “Jacenta was over the 
moon excited!” 

The program focuses on topics related to the history and future 
exploration of space by NASA. Now that she has been accepted, 
Jacenta is working online to earn UW college credits that will give her 
an academic edge when applying for college. She specifi cally wants to 
attend at top rated Embry Riddle Aeronautical University in Prescott, 
Arizona. The aerospace program will also expose her to working face-to-
face with professional engineers, NASA scientists, university students, 
and educators. 

This worthwhile program does have a cost and Jacenta, due to 
family medical reasons, was not sure if she could aff ord to pay for the 
college credits and the summer 6-day residency experience. Principal 
Carlton quickly approached the SW Alumni & Schools Foundation 
for help. The Foundation eagerly jumped at the chance to partner with 
Ms. Kearney-Elder by funding the costs associated with this once-in-
a-lifetime educational opportunity. Jacenta commented, “Since a child 
I have always loved the constellations. This incredible opportunity will 
help me to become an astronomer or astrophysicist.” On a side note, Ms. 
Kearney-Elder also applied and received a full scholarship through the 
Washington Aerospace Scholar Program. 

Jacenta continues to take high level math and science courses at 
the high school in preparation for college and the scholar program. The 
future looks bright for this young lady, as she strives for an education 
beyond the stars. 

For the past 10 years during Skagit County’s Flood Awareness 
Week, students from Sedro-Woolley, Burlington, Mount Vernon 

and La Conner, learn how 
to fi ll and use sandbags. 
Then the students take 
part in a friendly competi-
tion on fi lling and stacking 
them correctly. According
to Skagit County Public 
Works Administrative As-
sistant Meghan MacMullen, 
“We are training the train-
ers. The students have to pay 
close attention during the 
training portion and then use 

that information during the competition. It is about quality, not quan-
tity.” She continued, “They are learning about helping our community 
and learning to volunteer. They also have great energy!” The students 
earn a card that they can present during an actual fl ood emergency 
which gives them access to sandbagging eff orts. The competition is a 
partnership hosted by Dike District 12 along with the US Army Corps 
of Engineers and the local school districts.  

WE ARE THE CHAMPIONS!

State Street Students Bring Home The Trophy
State Street High School Counselor Jamie Betz accompanied the 

high school students to this year’s event and remarked, “Everyone 
worked hard for the win. The donuts and chocolate milk along with 
pizza for lunch also added to the fun exhausting day.” The students 
proudly posed with the trophy which is named in memory of Ernie 
Sabo who worked for the corps for many years and was fondly 
referred to as Dr. Sandbag. State Street student Bryce Pullen summed 
up the day noting, “It was pretty cool.”

Planting And Growing Together
During a recent visit to Linda 

Longfellow’s Life Skills class at 
Cascade Middle School, students 
were abuzz and excited to share 
about their new raised garden bed 
that was recently funded by the 
Sedro-Woolley Alumni & Schools 
Foundation.

What a treat! The students 
gathered around the galvanized 
and smooth-edged raised bed that 
Ms. Longfellow’s husband, Joe 
Bertrand, built using materials 
purchased with the foundation 
grant. After it was constructed, the wheel chair height garden was fi lled 
with soil and then it was the students turn to get busy planting edible 
plants, herbs, and vegetables. 

The students were delightfully engaged while sharing about the 
plants and off ering bites of sage, edible fl owers, tomatoes, corn, and 
more. The students were learning how to nurture seedlings and had the 
opportunity to watch them grow while they carefully watered and cared 
for the plants. Next, the students tasted what they had grown and also 

created beautiful book marks by pressing the 
plants and fl owers. 

The Foundation is 
happy and pleased to 
be able to provide ex-
tra learning opportu-
nities for all students 
and is a proud partner
of the Sedro-Woolley
School District. 

Robots, And Coding, And Math, Oh My!
Evergreen Elementary Principal Brian Isakson announced recently that the school’s inaugural STEM Night 

was a fantastic success. With nearly 300 families and students in attendance, this partnership with local businesses 
and district and building staff  led to an evening of inquiry, learning, laughter, and fun. 

With help and support from district STEM Liaison Shaun Doffi  ng, there were representatives from local 
businesses Truck Vault, PACCAR, and Peace Health talking with and showing how a STEM education translates 
into real world jobs. The Sedro-Woolley High School Robotics Team and coaches were also on hand giving live 
demonstrations with robots galore. 

Spread out all around the school, the evening included design challenges, coding, robotics, a heart rate 
challenge, math games and even included radiology and anatomy/
physiology exposure.  Many hands make light work and Principal 
Isakson specifi cally thanked teachers Brooke 
Jillian, Peg Neva, Shameem Sherwin and 
Belinda Garrett for their eff orts making the event 
a memorable one for students and families. 

As the district’s STEM Lab School, 
Evergreen has fully incorporated STEM educa-
tion and strategies across all of the content areas 
such as reading, writing, and PE. The staff , 
students, and families are full steam ahead with 
with a laser-focused beam on their bright STEM 
futures! 

Robots, And Coding, And Math, Oh Robots, And Coding, And Math, Oh Robots, And Coding, And Math, Oh Robots, And Coding, And Math, Oh Robots, And Coding, And Math, Oh Robots, And Coding, And Math, Oh Robots, And Coding, And Math, Oh 

On December 5, volunteers affi  liated with Skagit County Medic 
One and the Washington State Council of Firefi ghters contributed over 
sixty coats to Central Elementary fi rst graders as part of Operation 
Warm.  Students were individually pre-fi tted into quality American-
made winter coats purchased through the fundraising eff orts of the 
medics, fi refi ghters, and KISW radio. 

Firefi ghter Dean Shelton and Reece Williams led the eff ort for the 
third time in the Sedro-Woolley School District. Evergreen and Mary 
Purcell fi rst graders have received coats in previous years. Mr. Shelton 
viewed this experience as one with benefi ts for the volunteers as well 
as for the students, “We are used to dealing with people in their worst 
of times. This is an opportunity to give back to the community and 
interact with the kids.” 

As the students were receiving their coats, they had the opportunity 
to spend time with the fi refi ghters and medics, as well as tour a fully 
outfi tted medic unit. A highlight for some of the fi rst graders was 
having the opportunity to try on some of the life-saving equipment. 
Teacher Lisa Hamilton noted that her students were so excited to get 
their coats that a few promised to “never take them off .” The spirit of 
giving and community helped students to see what it meant to take 
care of each other and to give with no expectation of return. 

60 Warm Coats,
        60 Warm Kids

Principal Matt Mihelich

TWO YEARS RUNNING!
2016 School of Distinction –
Clear Lake Elementary

Clear Lake Elementary School is celebrating a 2016 School of 
Distinction award they received for sustained improvement in English 
language arts and math over a fi ve-year period. Clear Lake Elementary 
School is one of 94 schools so honored by the Center for Educational 
Eff ectiveness (CEE) and their partner organizations that have recognized 
schools all over the state for continuous and substantive improvement. 

Principal Dina Fox explains that there are many reasons for the 
success of their students. Most importantly, every staff  member is 
dedicated with helping every student achieve their learning goals.  She 
cites their progress monitoring system as one of the many reasons why 
students are successful at Clear Lake. Principal Fox emphasized, “When 
you check in and fi nd out what each student is learning, no one is falling 
through the cracks. We are frequently and consistently assessing students 
in literacy and math. We are keeping our fi ngers on the pulse of their 
progress and doing triage when needed. No student is an invisible learner. 
All are successful.”

Recognition for Clear Lake Elementary staff , families and students 
was held at the January 9 School Board Meeting when NWESD 
Superintendent Larry Francois awarded of the School of Distinction 
banner to the school.

Extraordinary Community Service Organizations 
Our school district enjoys extraordinary partnerships with Soroptimist International 

of Sedro-Woolley and with the Rotary Club of Sedro-Woolley. Both clubs are vital to the 
vibrancy and well-being of our community along with their generous support of the district 
and students.  

Chartered in 1949, the Soroptimist continue their mission of improving the lives of 
women and children by providing college 
scholarships that totaled $32,000 this past year 
alone! Since the club’s inception, an estimated 
half million dollars in scholarships has been 
given to students. The club also donates 
clothing vouchers to our homeless students 
now  totaling nearly $4,000 and has donated 
additional funds to purchase classroom library 
books, playground equipment, and classroom 
technology. In addition, they support the 
weekend food backpack program to help fi ght 

childhood hunger. Their diligent eff orts are appreciated and much needed by our students, 
staff , and families. 

The Soroptimist Club raises most of their funds through the Walnut Tree Thrift Shop 
which opened its doors in 1975. The store, with community support, has allowed the members 
to reach out to help our community, country, and world.

Chartered in 1922, the Rotary Club of Sedro-Woolley has also made a tremendous 
diff erence for our students and district. They too support graduating seniors by providing 
much-needed college scholarships giving $31,150 this past year and to date have given out 
hundreds of thousands of dollars. The club also honors senior students with the Rotary Student 
of the Month Program 
highlighting students that are 
achieving academically and 
showing strong leadership 
skills. 

In 2009, the club began 
donating beautiful hard-
bound dictionaries to every 
third grade student district 
wide. The books quickly 

Sedro-Woolley
Alumni & Schools Foundation: 
A Phenomenal Partnership

Newly formed in 2014 when the Sedro-Woolley 
High School Alumni Association and the Sedro-
Woolley Schools Foundation merged, the board 
members joined forces to support students and their 
education. The 24 member all-volunteer board raises 
and disburses funds in the form of college scholarships 
and classroom grants. To date, they have donated 
hundreds of thousands of dollars in scholarships helping 
to chip away at the ever growing cost of attending 
college. The classroom grant program, developed 
in 2002, has donated 
just under $300,000 in 
support of programs, 
fi eld trips, and materials 
needed in the classroom. 
The Foundation raises 
funds through its annual 
All-Class Picnic (July 8, 
2017), Geranium Plant 
Sale (May 6, 2017), 
Harvest Happening (October 14, 2017), and through 
general and memorial donations. 

These commendable community volunteers strive 
to meet their mission of “creating and sustaining a 
strong community partnership for our children” each 
and every day. 

limits and showing love.  Youth will explore peer 
pressure, how drugs and alcohol can impact their 
dreams and goals, and practice refusal skills. The 
family session is where everyone comes together 
to explore and practice elements of positive family 
relationships.

The Strengthening Families Program is very 
expensive to off er and without our partnerships, 
the district would not be able to off er it. With 
this valuable partnership, we are able to off er the 
program at no cost to our families. Everything from 
dinner to childcare, for children not old enough to 
participate, is provided at no cost. The district is
proud to off er this valuable program with help 
from United General District #304. 

During the seven week program, you can be 
sure to fi nd lots of laughter, fun, and growth as 
individuals and families learn to strengthen their 
family.

 

Lyman Elementary secretary Kristi  Johnson added, “They 
are super excited! It is always funny to hear them at the 
end of the day talking about how heavy their backpacks 
are and you can hear the pride in their voices when they 
say it is because they have their new dicti onary in there.”

(Continued on back panel)

To In� nity And Beyond!



Strong Families = Successful StudentsStrong Families = Successful StudentsStrong Families = Successful Students
Sedro-Woolley School District is able to off er 

the Strengthening Families Program as a result 
of our partnership with United General District 
#304. The program, for parents with youth in 
4th, 5th, and 6th grade, is a nationally recognized 
curriculum that provides parent, youth, and family 
education together in a learning environment to 
strengthen the entire family. 

The 7-session program includes separate 
weekly parent eff ectiveness training and child 
skills-building followed by a family session to 
promote good parenting skills and positive family 
relationships. In Sedro-Woolley, the program is 
off ered as a dual language program. Being able 
to breakdown language barriers has enriched the 
program and created relationships that would not 
have developed otherwise. The program model has 
three elements (parents, youth, family) that happen 
each session. Parents look at strategies for setting 

Rinny Shelton, Program Coordinator, Title I/LAP & McKinney-Vento Liaison

The stars aligned when Sedro-Woolley High School Principal Kerri 
Carlton recognized a great partnership this past October. Principal 
Carlton was reviewing information about the Washington Aerospace 
Scholar Program off ered through The Museum of Flight when junior 
Jacenta Kearney-Elder was in the offi  ce.  Ms. Carlton asked if she might 
be interested in applying and she excitedly replied yes! Ms. Kearney-
Elder submitted her application and was accepted into this prestigious 
program. As Principal Carlton happily noted, “Jacenta was over the 
moon excited!” 

The program focuses on topics related to the history and future 
exploration of space by NASA. Now that she has been accepted, 
Jacenta is working online to earn UW college credits that will give her 
an academic edge when applying for college. She specifi cally wants to 
attend at top rated Embry Riddle Aeronautical University in Prescott, 
Arizona. The aerospace program will also expose her to working face-to-
face with professional engineers, NASA scientists, university students, 
and educators. 

This worthwhile program does have a cost and Jacenta, due to 
family medical reasons, was not sure if she could aff ord to pay for the 
college credits and the summer 6-day residency experience. Principal 
Carlton quickly approached the SW Alumni & Schools Foundation 
for help. The Foundation eagerly jumped at the chance to partner with 
Ms. Kearney-Elder by funding the costs associated with this once-in-
a-lifetime educational opportunity. Jacenta commented, “Since a child 
I have always loved the constellations. This incredible opportunity will 
help me to become an astronomer or astrophysicist.” On a side note, Ms. 
Kearney-Elder also applied and received a full scholarship through the 
Washington Aerospace Scholar Program. 

Jacenta continues to take high level math and science courses at 
the high school in preparation for college and the scholar program. The 
future looks bright for this young lady, as she strives for an education 
beyond the stars. 

For the past 10 years during Skagit County’s Flood Awareness 
Week, students from Sedro-Woolley, Burlington, Mount Vernon 

and La Conner, learn how 
to fi ll and use sandbags. 
Then the students take 
part in a friendly competi-
tion on fi lling and stacking 
them correctly. According
to Skagit County Public 
Works Administrative As-
sistant Meghan MacMullen, 
“We are training the train-
ers. The students have to pay 
close attention during the 
training portion and then use 

that information during the competition. It is about quality, not quan-
tity.” She continued, “They are learning about helping our community 
and learning to volunteer. They also have great energy!” The students 
earn a card that they can present during an actual fl ood emergency 
which gives them access to sandbagging eff orts. The competition is a 
partnership hosted by Dike District 12 along with the US Army Corps 
of Engineers and the local school districts.  

WE ARE THE CHAMPIONS!

State Street Students Bring Home The Trophy
State Street High School Counselor Jamie Betz accompanied the 

high school students to this year’s event and remarked, “Everyone 
worked hard for the win. The donuts and chocolate milk along with 
pizza for lunch also added to the fun exhausting day.” The students 
proudly posed with the trophy which is named in memory of Ernie 
Sabo who worked for the corps for many years and was fondly 
referred to as Dr. Sandbag. State Street student Bryce Pullen summed 
up the day noting, “It was pretty cool.”

Planting And Growing Together
During a recent visit to Linda 

Longfellow’s Life Skills class at 
Cascade Middle School, students 
were abuzz and excited to share 
about their new raised garden bed 
that was recently funded by the 
Sedro-Woolley Alumni & Schools 
Foundation.

What a treat! The students 
gathered around the galvanized 
and smooth-edged raised bed that 
Ms. Longfellow’s husband, Joe 
Bertrand, built using materials 
purchased with the foundation 
grant. After it was constructed, the wheel chair height garden was fi lled 
with soil and then it was the students turn to get busy planting edible 
plants, herbs, and vegetables. 

The students were delightfully engaged while sharing about the 
plants and off ering bites of sage, edible fl owers, tomatoes, corn, and 
more. The students were learning how to nurture seedlings and had the 
opportunity to watch them grow while they carefully watered and cared 
for the plants. Next, the students tasted what they had grown and also 

created beautiful book marks by pressing the 
plants and fl owers. 

The Foundation is 
happy and pleased to 
be able to provide ex-
tra learning opportu-
nities for all students 
and is a proud partner
of the Sedro-Woolley
School District. 

Robots, And Coding, And Math, Oh My!
Evergreen Elementary Principal Brian Isakson announced recently that the school’s inaugural STEM Night 

was a fantastic success. With nearly 300 families and students in attendance, this partnership with local businesses 
and district and building staff  led to an evening of inquiry, learning, laughter, and fun. 

With help and support from district STEM Liaison Shaun Doffi  ng, there were representatives from local 
businesses Truck Vault, PACCAR, and Peace Health talking with and showing how a STEM education translates 
into real world jobs. The Sedro-Woolley High School Robotics Team and coaches were also on hand giving live 
demonstrations with robots galore. 

Spread out all around the school, the evening included design challenges, coding, robotics, a heart rate 
challenge, math games and even included radiology and anatomy/
physiology exposure.  Many hands make light work and Principal 
Isakson specifi cally thanked teachers Brooke 
Jillian, Peg Neva, Shameem Sherwin and 
Belinda Garrett for their eff orts making the event 
a memorable one for students and families. 

As the district’s STEM Lab School, 
Evergreen has fully incorporated STEM educa-
tion and strategies across all of the content areas 
such as reading, writing, and PE. The staff , 
students, and families are full steam ahead with 
with a laser-focused beam on their bright STEM 
futures! 

Robots, And Coding, And Math, Oh Robots, And Coding, And Math, Oh Robots, And Coding, And Math, Oh Robots, And Coding, And Math, Oh Robots, And Coding, And Math, Oh Robots, And Coding, And Math, Oh Robots, And Coding, And Math, Oh 

On December 5, volunteers affi  liated with Skagit County Medic 
One and the Washington State Council of Firefi ghters contributed over 
sixty coats to Central Elementary fi rst graders as part of Operation 
Warm.  Students were individually pre-fi tted into quality American-
made winter coats purchased through the fundraising eff orts of the 
medics, fi refi ghters, and KISW radio. 

Firefi ghter Dean Shelton and Reece Williams led the eff ort for the 
third time in the Sedro-Woolley School District. Evergreen and Mary 
Purcell fi rst graders have received coats in previous years. Mr. Shelton 
viewed this experience as one with benefi ts for the volunteers as well 
as for the students, “We are used to dealing with people in their worst 
of times. This is an opportunity to give back to the community and 
interact with the kids.” 

As the students were receiving their coats, they had the opportunity 
to spend time with the fi refi ghters and medics, as well as tour a fully 
outfi tted medic unit. A highlight for some of the fi rst graders was 
having the opportunity to try on some of the life-saving equipment. 
Teacher Lisa Hamilton noted that her students were so excited to get 
their coats that a few promised to “never take them off .” The spirit of 
giving and community helped students to see what it meant to take 
care of each other and to give with no expectation of return. 

60 Warm Coats,
        60 Warm Kids

Principal Matt Mihelich

TWO YEARS RUNNING!
2016 School of Distinction –
Clear Lake Elementary

Clear Lake Elementary School is celebrating a 2016 School of 
Distinction award they received for sustained improvement in English 
language arts and math over a fi ve-year period. Clear Lake Elementary 
School is one of 94 schools so honored by the Center for Educational 
Eff ectiveness (CEE) and their partner organizations that have recognized 
schools all over the state for continuous and substantive improvement. 

Principal Dina Fox explains that there are many reasons for the 
success of their students. Most importantly, every staff  member is 
dedicated with helping every student achieve their learning goals.  She 
cites their progress monitoring system as one of the many reasons why 
students are successful at Clear Lake. Principal Fox emphasized, “When 
you check in and fi nd out what each student is learning, no one is falling 
through the cracks. We are frequently and consistently assessing students 
in literacy and math. We are keeping our fi ngers on the pulse of their 
progress and doing triage when needed. No student is an invisible learner. 
All are successful.”

Recognition for Clear Lake Elementary staff , families and students 
was held at the January 9 School Board Meeting when NWESD 
Superintendent Larry Francois awarded of the School of Distinction 
banner to the school.

Extraordinary Community Service Organizations 
Our school district enjoys extraordinary partnerships with Soroptimist International 

of Sedro-Woolley and with the Rotary Club of Sedro-Woolley. Both clubs are vital to the 
vibrancy and well-being of our community along with their generous support of the district 
and students.  

Chartered in 1949, the Soroptimist continue their mission of improving the lives of 
women and children by providing college 
scholarships that totaled $32,000 this past year 
alone! Since the club’s inception, an estimated 
half million dollars in scholarships has been 
given to students. The club also donates 
clothing vouchers to our homeless students 
now  totaling nearly $4,000 and has donated 
additional funds to purchase classroom library 
books, playground equipment, and classroom 
technology. In addition, they support the 
weekend food backpack program to help fi ght 

childhood hunger. Their diligent eff orts are appreciated and much needed by our students, 
staff , and families. 

The Soroptimist Club raises most of their funds through the Walnut Tree Thrift Shop 
which opened its doors in 1975. The store, with community support, has allowed the members 
to reach out to help our community, country, and world.

Chartered in 1922, the Rotary Club of Sedro-Woolley has also made a tremendous 
diff erence for our students and district. They too support graduating seniors by providing 
much-needed college scholarships giving $31,150 this past year and to date have given out 
hundreds of thousands of dollars. The club also honors senior students with the Rotary Student 
of the Month Program 
highlighting students that are 
achieving academically and 
showing strong leadership 
skills. 

In 2009, the club began 
donating beautiful hard-
bound dictionaries to every 
third grade student district 
wide. The books quickly 

Sedro-Woolley
Alumni & Schools Foundation: 
A Phenomenal Partnership

Newly formed in 2014 when the Sedro-Woolley 
High School Alumni Association and the Sedro-
Woolley Schools Foundation merged, the board 
members joined forces to support students and their 
education. The 24 member all-volunteer board raises 
and disburses funds in the form of college scholarships 
and classroom grants. To date, they have donated 
hundreds of thousands of dollars in scholarships helping 
to chip away at the ever growing cost of attending 
college. The classroom grant program, developed 
in 2002, has donated 
just under $300,000 in 
support of programs, 
fi eld trips, and materials 
needed in the classroom. 
The Foundation raises 
funds through its annual 
All-Class Picnic (July 8, 
2017), Geranium Plant 
Sale (May 6, 2017), 
Harvest Happening (October 14, 2017), and through 
general and memorial donations. 

These commendable community volunteers strive 
to meet their mission of “creating and sustaining a 
strong community partnership for our children” each 
and every day. 

limits and showing love.  Youth will explore peer 
pressure, how drugs and alcohol can impact their 
dreams and goals, and practice refusal skills. The 
family session is where everyone comes together 
to explore and practice elements of positive family 
relationships.

The Strengthening Families Program is very 
expensive to off er and without our partnerships, 
the district would not be able to off er it. With 
this valuable partnership, we are able to off er the 
program at no cost to our families. Everything from 
dinner to childcare, for children not old enough to 
participate, is provided at no cost. The district is
proud to off er this valuable program with help 
from United General District #304. 

During the seven week program, you can be 
sure to fi nd lots of laughter, fun, and growth as 
individuals and families learn to strengthen their 
family.

 

Lyman Elementary secretary Kristi  Johnson added, “They 
are super excited! It is always funny to hear them at the 
end of the day talking about how heavy their backpacks 
are and you can hear the pride in their voices when they 
say it is because they have their new dicti onary in there.”

(Continued on back panel)
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Essential Community Partnerships Helping Children

Every student graduates with the knowledge and skills for future learning and success.

VISION
Graduates apply their knowledge and the
skills of communication, collaboration,
critical thinking and life to become
competent, productive, contributing
citizens of the 21st Century.

FOUNDATIONAL STRATEGIES
1. ACHIEVEMENT
2. EQUITY
3. STEWARDSHIP
4. PARTNERSHIPS
5. CONTINUOUS LEARNING

Lego Robotics:
Team Woolley Mammoth

Lyman Elementary students represented our 
district, school, and community very well at the Lego 
Robotics competition on December 3. The team, 
Woolley Mammoths, was judged in four separate 
categories: robot design, core values, innovative 
project, and robot challenge. 

The Mammoths fi nished eighth out of 24 teams in 
the robot challenge.  Principal Scott McPhee pointed 
out, “Not bad for a new team and a late start to the 
season! We went up against several 8th grade teams 
and we performed so well that we will move on to the 
semi-fi nals in January.”

Congratulations for a great team eff ort and a job 
well done! Also, big thanks to team coach, Mr. John 
Hull, for partnering with Lyman and preparing the team 
for this district competition. Now on to the Western 
Washington Semi-fi nals that will be held in January! 

How To Pop A Balloon: Rube Goldberg Invention Night
Rube Goldberg: a comically involved, complicated invention,
laboriously contrived to perform a simple operation.

“Samish Elementary School’s First 
Annual Rube Goldberg Night was an off -
shoot of the Levers and Pulleys FOSS Kit,” 
explained 6th grade teacher Karen Kanske. 
“The students had to come up with a simple 
task that could be made diffi  cult as Rube 
Goldberg did.” 

And come up with they did! Everything 
from “How to Pop a Balloon” to “How to 

Feed the Cat.” The students then presented their plans to Ms. Kanske to get the okay 
to start building. The students had to include a lever, a pulley, and one other simple 
machine at the minimum in their plans. “As they built and experimented, the students 
quickly discovered that their conceptual model and their physical model were very 
diff erent,” commented Ms. Kanske. 

Once they fi nished the physical model the 
students had to draw it out, label the steps in order 
and provide an ordered list to display next to their 
inventions.  Then on the evening of November 3, 
the students proudly displayed their inventions in 
the gym. The students, in taking ownership of the 
event, personally invited school board members, 
district administrators, as well as parents and 
families to attend 
this  inaugural 
event. The gym 
was jam-packed 
and students de-
lighted in show-

ing off  and demonstrating their inventions for the 
guests. 

The evening demonstrated one of the most 
important and valued partnerships a district can 
enjoy…our partnership with our families.  

For the past six years during October, 
the 5th grade classrooms at Mary Purcell 
Elementary go on a full day fi eld trip to 
the Western Washington University as part 
of the Compass to Campus Program. The 
inquisitive excited students visit college 
classrooms and talk to faculty and university 
students about life on campus and the 
experiences of higher education.  Principal 
Mike Cullum claimed, “It’s been a great 
program for us at Mary Purcell Elementary.”

5th grade teacher Stacie Quatsoe 
agreed, “C2C has been very benefi cial to 
my classroom over the years because of 
the relationships the students make with 
their mentors. The mentors are very good 
with working one-on-one or with a group 
of students.” Ms. Quatsoe emphasized, “I 
also really like the conversations that I hear going on between mentors 
and students. The mentors talk about the college experience and 
how school is very important to take seriously right now.” And she 
concluded, “The trip to WWU has been valuable to numerous students 
because some have never considered college until this opportunity to 
actually visit one. The students talk about that trip for several months 

and you can overhear them telling 
students in the younger grades about how 
fun it is. Wishing they could do it all over 
again!” ”  

Mary Purcell teacher Georgia Eiford 
participated in C2C while attending 
WWU. She remembered, “C2C was a 
wonderful experience for me when I 
was in college. It allowed me to engage 
and connect with students and staff  in 
the Sedro-Woolley area while I was 
working towards my teaching credentials. 
Watching my mentees have those “light 
bulb” moments when something made 
sense was awe inspiring. Because of 
my experiences with C2C, I looked to 
Sedro-Woolley after I graduated for a 
teaching position. I am so thankful that 

after volunteering here for almost 3 years, I am now teaching the 
same grade level and using my knowledge from C2C to encourage my 
students on a daily basis to have a positive outlook on their learning.”

“Overall, it is just a great program for the students and for some it 
really makes the wheels start moving and lets them see how much they 
can achieve with some hard work,” praised Ms. Quatsoe.

“Watching my mentees have those “light bulb” moments when something made sense was awe inspiring.”  

C2C: A Partnership with WWU

Community Recognition Program
Now celebrating its 16th year, the Community Recognition Program will honor 
community members and sta�  during a ceremony held in the high school 
auditorium. This fun � lled evening highlights the importance of community and 
partnerships at its best. Nomination packets can be found on the district’s website 
at  www.swsd.k12.wa.us 

Past honorees:

2002: Mike Crawford, George Miller, and Donald “Spud” Walley 
2003: Dr. Richard Gross, Vern Sims, and Bill Stendal 
2004: Dianne Crawford, Glenn Hall, and Jack McIntyre 
2005: William “Bill” Stiles, Dr. Joe Hunter, and Niles “Sonny” Jordan 
2006: Eloise Stendal, Bill Snelson Family, and Mayor Lewis “Bud” Norris
2007: Dr. Robert B. Hunter M.D., Stanley Omdal, and Annie and Stan Janicki 
2008: John Ward, John Rowley, Gene Johnson, and George Bricka Jr. 
2009:  Ella Nichols, Bev Nelson, Doyle Gu�  e, and Floyd Allen
2010: Bob Harrison, Jon Schmidt, Charles “Bobo” Brayton, and William O. “Bill” Pearson
2011: Kay Brown, Lola Ellestad, Ron Shanander, and Rudy Franulovich
2012: Barbara Thompson, Cheri & Rick Tesarik, Norm Davis, and Tony Radosevich
2013: Judge Hugh Ridgway, Richard Lemley, Eric Stendal, and Doug Wood 
2014: Stan Brown, Kelli Kamimura, Dan & Sandi Sims, Brian Stiles, Brock Stiles
2015: Brad Conn, Rob Guy, Sandy Tenneson, and Bill Silves
2016: Joseph Fisher, Brian Ganske, Bill Reinard, and Keith & Cyndi Sorestad

In  2014,  the  Sedro-
Woolley School District 
developed a new Strategic 
Road Map with the belief that 
partnerships must be one of 
the foundational strategies or 
goals of the plan.   We believed 
that working together we can 
make a diff erence and that if 

we “developed and sustained strong partnerships 
with our community” we would “create a more 
unified learning environment for everyone.”  
In this edition of the Insider we are focusing 
on partnerships and how we work together for 
the benefi t of all of our students.  As you read 
through the articles you will see words such as 
success, team, students, community, together, and 
families.  And you will see that our students are 
doing amazing work, creating, inventing, problem 
solving, and learning.  

Our schools are very fortunate to have a 
community that supports our students with 
opportunities to enhance their educational 
experience.  We thank you for being our partners 
in education as we strive to graduate every student 
“with the knowledge and skills for future learning 
and success.”

 

Sedro-Woolley is unique. In this day and age of strip malls and large 
box stores, Sedro-Woolley has maintained its charm and rustic feel as 
witnessed by wood carvings and murals that greet community and guests 
on every corner. You cannot help but feel the strong sense of community 
as a citizen or visitor. If you visit downtown during one of the summer 
festivals such as Logger Rodeo or Blast From The Past, the lampposts 
are adorned with jumbo sized fl ower baskets and American fl ags. During 
winter visits the lampposts are lined with branches and twinkling lights 
celebrating everything holiday. To Sedro-
Woolley, community is everything.  

This sense of community 
extends to the Sedro-Woolley 
School District in many 
ways and through numerous 
partnerships. In this issue of 
the Insider, we are proud to 
share a few of these valued and important partnerships 
that help our students every day.

For the past six summers, Inspire Church of Skagit 
Valley has held an ever growing carnival-like Back 
2 School event for the children of Sedro-Woolley. 
Associate Pastor Bryan Reeder stated, “With a pastoral 
change six years ago, we determined that we wanted to 

be a church that gives back to the community.” He continued, “We asked 
what was needed and quickly realized that this type of activity was not 
being off ered in our community. It is a great practical way to give back.”

FOCUS ON QUALITY INSTRUCTION
1. To continue to strengthen our district programs and systems 

which support student learning.
2. To continue to increase the use of quality classroom-based 

student assessments.
3. To continue to build assessment literacy and systems to 

support student learning.
4. To continue to improve our K-12 focus on career, post-

secondary and life readiness to ensure equitable opportunity 
for all students.

5. To continue to expand communication about our programs, 
systems, and services, in service of student learning.

The Back 2 School event consists of boisterous activities with 
infl atable slides, bouncy houses, along with food favorites of hotdogs, 
cotton candy, snow cones, and popcorn. It is a laughter-fi lled atmosphere 
with carnival-style games and face painting that is both welcoming 
and fun for all involved. Pastor Reeder happily noted the growth by 
indicating, “The fi rst year we gave out 100 backpacks and this past 
summer we gave out over 400!” The event helps students to be prepared 
for the new school year by providing backpacks fi lled with much needed 

school supplies that has become a diffi  cult cost 
for many families.

Inspire Church has also hosted a 5K/10K 
Thank You Run for the past two years as 
part of their Thank You Community Projects. 
Participants of all ages are decked out in their 
fi nest blue and white attire as they walk or run 
in and around the city. This event continues to 

grow each year as more and more students and staff  members participate 
in the race.  The proceeds, $3,000 to date, benefi t student needs at Sedro-
Woolley High School through the newly formed Cubs Parent Group. 
This year’s race will 
be held on March 4 and 
registration information 
can be found at http://
www.icskagitvalley.
org/thank-you-run  

become treasured by these young learners and for some it is 
the fi rst hard-bound book they have owned. The look on their 
eager faces is priceless. The books cost $4,000 each year and 
are hand-delivered by club members to classrooms across the 
district. This donation alone totals $36,000! 

Over the years, the club has also funded lights for the tennis 
courts, weight room fl ooring and updates, band uniforms, and 
playground equipment. The club raises funds each year through 
their wildly successful dinner auction each May. 

“The district sincerely appreciates these partnerships and 
sends a heart-felt thank you to all of the volunteers that serve 
to improve the lives of our students and community,” remarked 
Superintendent Phil Brockman. 

Extraordinary Community Service Organizations
(Continued from page 2)

The Sedro-Woolley School District along with Concrete, Conway, La Conner 
and Mount Vernon School District’s in Skagit County participated in the Taste 
Washington Day on October 5, 2016.  The Washington State Department of 
Agriculture and the Washington School Nutrition Association in partnership with 
school districts hosted this event to promote healthy eating and food products 
grown in the State of Washington.  This is an annual celebration of Washington 
grown foods served in school meals during the fall harvest season.  Schools connect 
with local farms to make the most of our bountiful fall harvest.   

All Sedro Woolley School menus featured fresh produce grown in the Skagit 
Valley, specifi cally, fresh spinach and carrots from Ralph’s Greenhouse and 
Jonagold apples from Pleasant Ridge Farms.  In addition, many of the food products 
served each and every day are grown and produced in the State of Washington.  
Sedro-Woolley schools serve over 3,000 meals each and every day to the children 
in our community.  

PARTNERSHIP FOR HEALTHY EATING 
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Essential Community Partnerships Helping Children

Every student graduates with the knowledge and skills for future learning and success.

VISION
Graduates apply their knowledge and the
skills of communication, collaboration,
critical thinking and life to become
competent, productive, contributing
citizens of the 21st Century.

FOUNDATIONAL STRATEGIES
1. ACHIEVEMENT
2. EQUITY
3. STEWARDSHIP
4. PARTNERSHIPS
5. CONTINUOUS LEARNING

Lego Robotics:
Team Woolley Mammoth

Lyman Elementary students represented our 
district, school, and community very well at the Lego 
Robotics competition on December 3. The team, 
Woolley Mammoths, was judged in four separate 
categories: robot design, core values, innovative 
project, and robot challenge. 

The Mammoths fi nished eighth out of 24 teams in 
the robot challenge.  Principal Scott McPhee pointed 
out, “Not bad for a new team and a late start to the 
season! We went up against several 8th grade teams 
and we performed so well that we will move on to the 
semi-fi nals in January.”

Congratulations for a great team eff ort and a job 
well done! Also, big thanks to team coach, Mr. John 
Hull, for partnering with Lyman and preparing the team 
for this district competition. Now on to the Western 
Washington Semi-fi nals that will be held in January! 

How To Pop A Balloon: Rube Goldberg Invention Night
Rube Goldberg: a comically involved, complicated invention,
laboriously contrived to perform a simple operation.

“Samish Elementary School’s First 
Annual Rube Goldberg Night was an off -
shoot of the Levers and Pulleys FOSS Kit,” 
explained 6th grade teacher Karen Kanske. 
“The students had to come up with a simple 
task that could be made diffi  cult as Rube 
Goldberg did.” 

And come up with they did! Everything 
from “How to Pop a Balloon” to “How to 

Feed the Cat.” The students then presented their plans to Ms. Kanske to get the okay 
to start building. The students had to include a lever, a pulley, and one other simple 
machine at the minimum in their plans. “As they built and experimented, the students 
quickly discovered that their conceptual model and their physical model were very 
diff erent,” commented Ms. Kanske. 

Once they fi nished the physical model the 
students had to draw it out, label the steps in order 
and provide an ordered list to display next to their 
inventions.  Then on the evening of November 3, 
the students proudly displayed their inventions in 
the gym. The students, in taking ownership of the 
event, personally invited school board members, 
district administrators, as well as parents and 
families to attend 
this  inaugural 
event. The gym 
was jam-packed 
and students de-
lighted in show-

ing off  and demonstrating their inventions for the 
guests. 

The evening demonstrated one of the most 
important and valued partnerships a district can 
enjoy…our partnership with our families.  

For the past six years during October, 
the 5th grade classrooms at Mary Purcell 
Elementary go on a full day fi eld trip to 
the Western Washington University as part 
of the Compass to Campus Program. The 
inquisitive excited students visit college 
classrooms and talk to faculty and university 
students about life on campus and the 
experiences of higher education.  Principal 
Mike Cullum claimed, “It’s been a great 
program for us at Mary Purcell Elementary.”

5th grade teacher Stacie Quatsoe 
agreed, “C2C has been very benefi cial to 
my classroom over the years because of 
the relationships the students make with 
their mentors. The mentors are very good 
with working one-on-one or with a group 
of students.” Ms. Quatsoe emphasized, “I 
also really like the conversations that I hear going on between mentors 
and students. The mentors talk about the college experience and 
how school is very important to take seriously right now.” And she 
concluded, “The trip to WWU has been valuable to numerous students 
because some have never considered college until this opportunity to 
actually visit one. The students talk about that trip for several months 

and you can overhear them telling 
students in the younger grades about how 
fun it is. Wishing they could do it all over 
again!” ”  

Mary Purcell teacher Georgia Eiford 
participated in C2C while attending 
WWU. She remembered, “C2C was a 
wonderful experience for me when I 
was in college. It allowed me to engage 
and connect with students and staff  in 
the Sedro-Woolley area while I was 
working towards my teaching credentials. 
Watching my mentees have those “light 
bulb” moments when something made 
sense was awe inspiring. Because of 
my experiences with C2C, I looked to 
Sedro-Woolley after I graduated for a 
teaching position. I am so thankful that 

after volunteering here for almost 3 years, I am now teaching the 
same grade level and using my knowledge from C2C to encourage my 
students on a daily basis to have a positive outlook on their learning.”

“Overall, it is just a great program for the students and for some it 
really makes the wheels start moving and lets them see how much they 
can achieve with some hard work,” praised Ms. Quatsoe.

“Watching my mentees have those “light bulb” moments when something made sense was awe inspiring.”  

C2C: A Partnership with WWU

Community Recognition Program
Now celebrating its 16th year, the Community Recognition Program will honor 
community members and sta�  during a ceremony held in the high school 
auditorium. This fun � lled evening highlights the importance of community and 
partnerships at its best. Nomination packets can be found on the district’s website 
at  www.swsd.k12.wa.us 

Past honorees:

2002: Mike Crawford, George Miller, and Donald “Spud” Walley 
2003: Dr. Richard Gross, Vern Sims, and Bill Stendal 
2004: Dianne Crawford, Glenn Hall, and Jack McIntyre 
2005: William “Bill” Stiles, Dr. Joe Hunter, and Niles “Sonny” Jordan 
2006: Eloise Stendal, Bill Snelson Family, and Mayor Lewis “Bud” Norris
2007: Dr. Robert B. Hunter M.D., Stanley Omdal, and Annie and Stan Janicki 
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2014: Stan Brown, Kelli Kamimura, Dan & Sandi Sims, Brian Stiles, Brock Stiles
2015: Brad Conn, Rob Guy, Sandy Tenneson, and Bill Silves
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In  2014,  the  Sedro-
Woolley School District 
developed a new Strategic 
Road Map with the belief that 
partnerships must be one of 
the foundational strategies or 
goals of the plan.   We believed 
that working together we can 
make a diff erence and that if 

we “developed and sustained strong partnerships 
with our community” we would “create a more 
unified learning environment for everyone.”  
In this edition of the Insider we are focusing 
on partnerships and how we work together for 
the benefi t of all of our students.  As you read 
through the articles you will see words such as 
success, team, students, community, together, and 
families.  And you will see that our students are 
doing amazing work, creating, inventing, problem 
solving, and learning.  

Our schools are very fortunate to have a 
community that supports our students with 
opportunities to enhance their educational 
experience.  We thank you for being our partners 
in education as we strive to graduate every student 
“with the knowledge and skills for future learning 
and success.”

 

Sedro-Woolley is unique. In this day and age of strip malls and large 
box stores, Sedro-Woolley has maintained its charm and rustic feel as 
witnessed by wood carvings and murals that greet community and guests 
on every corner. You cannot help but feel the strong sense of community 
as a citizen or visitor. If you visit downtown during one of the summer 
festivals such as Logger Rodeo or Blast From The Past, the lampposts 
are adorned with jumbo sized fl ower baskets and American fl ags. During 
winter visits the lampposts are lined with branches and twinkling lights 
celebrating everything holiday. To Sedro-
Woolley, community is everything.  

This sense of community 
extends to the Sedro-Woolley 
School District in many 
ways and through numerous 
partnerships. In this issue of 
the Insider, we are proud to 
share a few of these valued and important partnerships 
that help our students every day.

For the past six summers, Inspire Church of Skagit 
Valley has held an ever growing carnival-like Back 
2 School event for the children of Sedro-Woolley. 
Associate Pastor Bryan Reeder stated, “With a pastoral 
change six years ago, we determined that we wanted to 

be a church that gives back to the community.” He continued, “We asked 
what was needed and quickly realized that this type of activity was not 
being off ered in our community. It is a great practical way to give back.”

FOCUS ON QUALITY INSTRUCTION
1. To continue to strengthen our district programs and systems 

which support student learning.
2. To continue to increase the use of quality classroom-based 

student assessments.
3. To continue to build assessment literacy and systems to 

support student learning.
4. To continue to improve our K-12 focus on career, post-

secondary and life readiness to ensure equitable opportunity 
for all students.

5. To continue to expand communication about our programs, 
systems, and services, in service of student learning.

The Back 2 School event consists of boisterous activities with 
infl atable slides, bouncy houses, along with food favorites of hotdogs, 
cotton candy, snow cones, and popcorn. It is a laughter-fi lled atmosphere 
with carnival-style games and face painting that is both welcoming 
and fun for all involved. Pastor Reeder happily noted the growth by 
indicating, “The fi rst year we gave out 100 backpacks and this past 
summer we gave out over 400!” The event helps students to be prepared 
for the new school year by providing backpacks fi lled with much needed 

school supplies that has become a diffi  cult cost 
for many families.

Inspire Church has also hosted a 5K/10K 
Thank You Run for the past two years as 
part of their Thank You Community Projects. 
Participants of all ages are decked out in their 
fi nest blue and white attire as they walk or run 
in and around the city. This event continues to 

grow each year as more and more students and staff  members participate 
in the race.  The proceeds, $3,000 to date, benefi t student needs at Sedro-
Woolley High School through the newly formed Cubs Parent Group. 
This year’s race will 
be held on March 4 and 
registration information 
can be found at http://
www.icskagitvalley.
org/thank-you-run  

become treasured by these young learners and for some it is 
the fi rst hard-bound book they have owned. The look on their 
eager faces is priceless. The books cost $4,000 each year and 
are hand-delivered by club members to classrooms across the 
district. This donation alone totals $36,000! 

Over the years, the club has also funded lights for the tennis 
courts, weight room fl ooring and updates, band uniforms, and 
playground equipment. The club raises funds each year through 
their wildly successful dinner auction each May. 

“The district sincerely appreciates these partnerships and 
sends a heart-felt thank you to all of the volunteers that serve 
to improve the lives of our students and community,” remarked 
Superintendent Phil Brockman. 

Extraordinary Community Service Organizations
(Continued from page 2)

The Sedro-Woolley School District along with Concrete, Conway, La Conner 
and Mount Vernon School District’s in Skagit County participated in the Taste 
Washington Day on October 5, 2016.  The Washington State Department of 
Agriculture and the Washington School Nutrition Association in partnership with 
school districts hosted this event to promote healthy eating and food products 
grown in the State of Washington.  This is an annual celebration of Washington 
grown foods served in school meals during the fall harvest season.  Schools connect 
with local farms to make the most of our bountiful fall harvest.   

All Sedro Woolley School menus featured fresh produce grown in the Skagit 
Valley, specifi cally, fresh spinach and carrots from Ralph’s Greenhouse and 
Jonagold apples from Pleasant Ridge Farms.  In addition, many of the food products 
served each and every day are grown and produced in the State of Washington.  
Sedro-Woolley schools serve over 3,000 meals each and every day to the children 
in our community.  
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